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1 BILLION CHILDREN 
EXPERIENCE VIOLENCE ANNUALLY

the issue



Together for Girls 

Strength Through Partnership

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:US_CDC_logo.svg
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http://www.cdcfoundation.org/


Pillars of Work

NATIONAL 
SURVEYS & 
DATA

Conduct national 
violence against 
children surveys 
(VACS )

COUNTRY -LED 
RESPONSE

Support national 
government - led 
multi - sectoral 
programs and 
policies

GLOBAL 
ADVOCACY

Engage in 
advocacy and 
public 
awareness 
raising at the 
global level 



Collective Impact Framework

Common Agenda

Shared Measurement

Mutually Reinforcing 
Activities

Continuous 
Communications

Backbone Support 
Organization

Published in Stanford Social Innovation Review by John Kania and Mark Kramer



Changing Landscape

2014 2017

MDGs lack 

violence 
prevention

Violence included in 

Sustainable 
Development Goals

Early stages of 

global 
collaboration

New global 

partnerships to 
address violence 

against children and 

women. 

Growing but 

limited data, 
mainly Africa

VACS in 11 

countries; 
expansion to Asia 

and LAC; UNICEF 

global program on 
VAC



National Surveys & Data



Malawi

Haiti

Cambodia

Indonesia

Nigeria

Zimbabwe

Uganda

Rwanda

Lao PDR

Data collection planned

Data analysis/reports completed or in process

Multiple countries in 

Asia interested, 
pending funding

Gaps in Latin 

America, Eastern 
Europe and the 

Caribbean

Kenya

Tanzania

Swaziland

Zambia

Mozambique

Botswana

Côte d'Ivoire

Implementing actions to prevent and respond to violence

Colombia

El Salvador

Guatemala Honduras

China

We have data for over 10% of the
worldôs population



Percentage of individuals 18 -24 years old who 

experienced sexual violence prior to age 18 
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Females

Males

* Only girls interviewed in Swaziland 
**Updated denominator for Tanzania lifetime prevalence indicators of childhood violence 
uses 18 - 24 year olds prior to age 18; lifetime prevalence indicators from 2011 Tanzania 
VACS report use the denominator of 13 - 24 year olds prior to age 18.

Girls and boys experience high rates 
of sexual violence prior to age 18



Over half of all children 
experience physical violence

Percentage of individuals aged 18 -24 who 

experienced physical violence prior to age 18 
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Reported by females

Reported by males

*Updated denominator for Tanzania lifetime prevalence indicators of childhood 
violence uses 18 - 24 year olds prior to age 18; lifetime prevalence indicators 
from 2011 Tanzania VACS report use the denominator of 13 - 24 year olds prior 
to age 18.



Girls are at risk for sexual violence

throughout childhood & adolescence

Age of first incident of unwanted completed sex in childhood, reported by 18 -24 year old females

10%

51%

39%

23%

43%

34 %

19%

37%

44%

9%

49%

42%

19%

29%

52%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

13 and under 14-15 16-17

Tanzania

Kenya

Haiti

Malawi

Nigeria



31% 30%

34% 33.0%
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Kenya

Zimbabwe

Malawi**

Nigeria

15%

Percentage of females 18 -24 who reported a pregnancy resulting from 

physically forced and/or coerced sex during their lifetime*

High unintended pregnancy rates reported
as a result of sexual violence

*Tanzania numbers may differ from the Violence Against Children Final Report, 
2009 due to different analytic approaches.
**For Malawi ,Tanzania  and Nigeria data reflects % of  females 18 - 24 who 
experienced physically forced and/or pressured sex before 18, who said at least one 
pregnancy resulted from childhood sexual violence. 
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Association between childhood sexual violence and selected health conditions, reported by 
females 13 -24 years old in Swaziland

*Adjusted for age, community setting, SES, and orphan status

Sexual violence leads to an increase in 
negative health conditions



61%

36%

31%

19%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

Males Females

Experienced Childhood Sexual

Violence

Did not experience childhood sexual

violence

Individuals in Tanzania who reported multiple sex partners in the previous 12 months, 

reported by 19 -24 -year -olds who had ever had sex 

Sexual violence leads to an increase in risky 
behaviors



Disclosure and service usage by individuals who experienced 
childhood sexual violence, as reported by 18 to 24 year olds*

% Females

3 Kenya

13 Tanzania

3 Zimbabwe

7 Kenya

22 Tanzania

4 Zimbabwe

46 Kenya

52 Tanzania

52 Zimbabwe

% Males

<1 Kenya

4 Tanzania

2 Zimbabwe

2 Kenya

12 Tanzania

2 Zimbabwe

36 Kenya

31 Tanzania

45 Zimbabwe

Received 
services for 

sexual 
violence

Sought services for 
sexual violence

Told someone about sexual 
violence

Whatôs wrong with this picture?

* Reported by 13 -24 year olds in Tanzania 



Country -Led Response



VACS Catalyze Action

Advocacy tool
Breaks the 

silence

Creates a 
new 

conversation
Guides action

USG and 

Canada
In - Country

Multi - Lateral

And Bi - lateral 
Agencies

Civil Society & 

NGOs

Universities

UN agencies

In - Country

Other 

Government
Ministries

Government

Ministry Lead

Multi -

Sector 
Task 
Force



Tanzania Results

2013

3-year costed 
multi -sectoral 

plan in 12 

districts

2009

VACS

2011

Launched 
survey and 

Priority 

Responses

2016

Å3-year plan completed

ÅNew combined action 

plan for VAC & VAW 
launched

ÅCommitment as 

Pathfinder for #End 

Violence

NOW

ÅChild Protection teams expanded nationally to 47 local 
Gov. Authorities

Å700,000 children reached 

Å1,151 workers trained in 498 health facilities ; 
training of police, social welfare, magistrates, teachers

ÅNational hotline and campaigns

ÅInitiative rolling out in four more regions & four 

additional regions in 2018



Global Communications 
& Advocacy


