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The Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC)

Minimal 

Phase 1

ÅHouseholds are
meeting their
basic food and 
nonfood needs 
without 
unsustainable 
coping strategies.

Stressed 

Phase 2

ÅMinimally 
adequate food 
consumption but 
HH are unable to 
afford some 
essential non-food 
expenditures 
without engaging 
in irreversible 
coping strategies.

Crisis 

Phase 3

ÅFood consumption 
gaps with high or 
above usual acute 
malnutrition OR 
Are able to meet 
minimum food 
needs only with 
accelerated 
depletion of 
assets.

Emergency

Phase 4

ÅLarge food 
consumption gaps 
resulting in very 
high acute 
malnutrition and 
excess mortality 
OR Extreme loss 
of livelihood 
assets that will 
lead to food 
consumption gaps 
in the short term.

Famine

Phase 5

ÅHouseholds have 
a near complete 
lack of food 
and/or other 
basic needs. 
Starvation, death, 
and destitution 
are evident.

Urgent Action Required
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Defining Famine

Food consumption: At 
least 20% of households 
face an extreme lack of 

food even with full 
employment of coping 

strategies

Acute Malnutrition: The 
prevalence of GAM 

(WHZ<-2 SD) > 30%

Non-Trauma Mortality: 
Crude Death Rate 
>2/10,000/day
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Unprecedented food assistance needs in 2017
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Key Driver: Persistent conflict

Source: ACLEDSource: ACLED

2016
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Key Driver: Increasingly severe drought

March 2015 ðFebruary 2016 dryness rank within the 1981/82 ð2015/16 period

Source: FEWS NET/USGS CHIRPS


